AREFLH proposes concrete measures to the European Commission
following the April frost episode.

Last Friday, 7" May, AREFLH, the Assembly of European Horticultural Regions, requested in a letter to
Janusz Wojciechowski, European Commissioner for Agriculture, for an institutional reaction following the
very serious damage suffered by the fruit and vegetable sector after the frost episode last April.

Besides the activation of the crisis reserve provided for by regulation 1306/2013, AREFLH made the
following proposals :
e The possibility of increased aid for expenditure on frost-free and frost warning systems (up to
80% for this category, against the current 50% limit for the EU financial aid established by Article
34 (1) of Regulation 1308/2013.
¢ Asingle regulation to guarantee, in the calculations of the Fruit and Vegetable CMO Operational
Plans, 85% of the value of marketed production of the crops affected in case of events causing
a depreciation of at least 15%.
e The setting up of mutualisation funds aiming to limit the damage caused by frost in a forward-
looking manner.

All AREFLH member regions having been hit hard by the frost episode, the association wished to voice the
concerns of its producers and play a proactive role with the European Commission's DG Agri, by presenting
these specific proposals which, according to the current legislation, can provide concrete and timely
assistance to farmers.

Simona Caselli, President of AREFLH, declared: "Last April’s frost affected all AREFLH member regions on
a large scale, causing very significant damage. We are thus voicing the concerns of our producers and
have decided to take an active role at the European Commission’s DG AGRI, putting forward some specific
proposals that, based on current regulations, we believe can bring concrete and timely aid to the farmers
that have been so badly affected. Unfortunately, climate change is a reality that we are all committed to
combating with sustainable good practices and innovation, but it also requires an adjustment of the tools
to provide effective support to producers whose crops have been so badly damaged. While waiting for the
new CAP rules currently under discussion at the Trialogues, we have asked Commissioner Wojciechowski
- who has also recently spoken out in favour of European aid to affected farmers - to give an immediate
signal to the sector by adopting all the support already possible: we therefore hope for a positive and
timely response to our proposals.".

AREFLH takes this opportunity to reaffirm its confidence in a rapid and effective response from
Commissioner Wojciechowski and the institutions, and, while remaining at the disposal of the Commission's
offices for any clarification or discussion, the association expects a punctual response to its proposals,
which will help the sector to overcome this difficult moment.

—-ENDS---

AREFLH’s (Assembly of European Horticultural Regions) main missions are:
o to represent its 15 member regions, its 35 POs/APQOs, from 10 countries in Europe;
e to defend the economic and social interests of the fruit, vegetable and horticultural sectors in Europe;

o to foster exchanges of best practices, partnerships and joint projects between regions and professional
organisations;

o to actively seek new solutions for the main issues affecting the future of the fruit and vegetables
production in Europe.
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