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PROGRAMME 
 

Date :  4th November 2025 

Venue :  Online and in Brussels at the delegation of the Emilia-Romagna region, Rue Montoyer 21   

Languages : French, English, Italian, Spanish 

 
09:00       Registration and coffee  

09:30        Start of the conference - welcome speech by: 

• Alessio Mammi, agriculture minister of Emilia-Romagna region and rapporteur 
for the opinion on CMO and EU school schemes at the Committee of the 
Regions 

• Ramón Fernández-Pacheco, AREFLH president and agriculture minister of 
Andalusia region 

09:45        Introductory speech by Paolo de Castro, professor of agricultural Economics and policy 
at the university of Bologna (Italy) and previous member of the EU Parliament 

10:00        Session 1: The role of regions and F&V sectoral interventions in the next CAP 

Moderator: Angelo Di Mambro, Euractiv, editor of Agrifood Desk 

Speakers : 

• Ricard Ramon, Head of Unit A-1 Policy perspectives – DG AGRI, European 
Commission 

• Carmen Crespo Díaz, MEP, member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

• Eric Sargiacomo, vice-Chair of the European Parliament's Committee on 
Agriculture and Rural Development 

• Arnaud Lécuyer, vice-president in charge of Agriculture, Agri-food and Food for 
the Brittany Region 

• Ramón Fernández-Pacheco, AREFLH president and agriculture minister of 
Andalusia region 

10 :45  Questions & answers 

11:15       Coffee break 

11:45        Session 2: Innovation for sustainable plant protection 

Moderator:  Luc Vanoirbeek, VBT, secretary general 

Speakers : 

• Corrado Finardi, CropLife, Director regulatory affairs 

• Lisa Martini, AREFLH president of the College of Producers and director of 
APO FINAF.   

• Pascal Braekman, Senior Policy Adviser at the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Flanders Region 
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• Sirkku Heinimaa, European Commission, Deputy Head of Unit E3 
Biotechnology DG SANTE 

• Alexander Bernhuber, MEP, member of the Committee on Agriculture and the 
Committee on Environment, rapporteur " the registration and adoption of 
biological control agents" 
 

 

12:45  Questions & answers 

13:00        End of the conference 

13:15        Lunch cocktail 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The main missions of the Assembly of European Horticultural Regions are to : 
 

• Represent the voice of its members: regions, associations of producer organisations (APOs), 
producer organisations (Pos) and experts from 15 EU countries; 

• Defend the economic and social interests of the fruit & vegetable sector in Europe; 

• Promote exchanges of best practice, partnerships and joint projects between regions and 
professional organisations; 

• Make proposals on the main issues affecting the future of the  production in Europe. 
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